
2020 Report from Westmeath Heritage Office 

 
The following is a brief report on the main projects and activities carried out in 2020. The Westmeath Heritage Forum 

met three times during the year. 

Westmeath County Council signed up as partners for the All Ireland Pollinator Action Plan in February 2020. 

Pollinator friendly actions carried out by 

Westmeath County Council in 2020, in-

cluding reduced mowing and pollinator 

friendly planting, were logged with the 

National Biodiversity Data Centre: 

https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/ 

 

Heritage Projects 

In 2020, three projects were undertaken 

with funding from the Heritage Council 

and Westmeath County Council; prepa-

ration of a Conservation Management 

Plan for the Hill of Uisneach, Recording 

the Industrial Heritage of Westmeath 

and the Westmeath Field Names Re-

cording Project. The latter two projects also received funding from Creative Ireland. 

Conservation Management Plan for the Hill of Uisneach 

Under Action 2.4 of the County Westmeath Heritage Plan 2018-2023 “…liaise with stakeholders, including landown-

ers, to support the preparation of conservation management plans for key sites…” a Conservation Management Plan 

was prepared for the Hill of Uisneach. This included a Condition Survey of the Monuments on the Hill prepared by 

Consultant Archaeologists AMS, a targeted Habitat Survey and a survey of hedgerows on the Hill of Uisneach by 

Ecologists Flynn Furney. The Plan was prepared following consultation and a series of stakeholder meetings. 

 

Industrial Heritage of Westmeath                                                                                                                                

In 2019 an Inventory of Industrial Heritage sites in Westmeath was compiled. Recording the Industrial Heritage was 

an objective of the County Development Plan 2014-2020, and was carried out under Action 2.1 of the Westmeath 

Heritage Plan 2018-2023; addressing gaps in existing datasets. In 2020 a representative sample 10 of sites listed in 

the Inventory were selected for field survey. The survey report is available on Westmeath County Council website: 

http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/heritageresources/. 

In conjunction with the field survey, an oral history project ‘Remembering the Industries of Westmeath’ was carried 

out. Adrian Roche of The History Trail recorded interviews with people who worked in five different industries in the 

County. These included Locke’s Distillery, boat making, stone cutting, sawmills and printing. Sound files, transcripts 

and summaries of these interviews have been given to the Local Studies section of Westmeath Library, where they 

will be available to researchers.   

Westmeath Field Names Recording Project 

Action 2.4 of the Westmeath Heritage Plan 2018-2023 “Initiate and develop a project to record field names in partner-

    Plate 1 Wildflowers growing in an area where mowing has been reduced 
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ship with local communities”, commenced with a pilot project in 2018. The project was expanded in 2020, with sup-

port from the Heritage Council, Creative Ireland and Westmeath County Council. Groups met in Rochfortbridge, 

Multyfarnham, Ballymore, and Tang to record local field names. Meetings of groups were suspended in March due 

to Covid-19, but some recording continued via post and email. A booklet with an update on the project is now availa-

ble in print and on the Council website:  https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/media/

FieldnamesProject20192020web.pdf The names of the fields collected have been uploaded to the website Meitheal 

Logainm.ie and can be viewed here: https://meitheal.logainm.ie/westmeath-field-names/. Interest in the project ex-

tended beyond the County and it featured in The Irish Times, the online publication Agriland.ie and in an episode of 

Creedon’s Atlas of Ireland on RTÉ.  

 

Biodiversity Projects 

Three projects received funding from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), Department of Housing, Lo-

cal Government and Heritage under their National Biodiversity Action Plan Grant Scheme; Preparation of a  Man-

agement Plan for Invasive Alien Species at Belvedere House, Gardens and Park; Westmeath Wetland Survey 

(Phase 2: Field Survey) and a programme of pollinator infomercials on Midlands Radio 103FM. 

Management Plan for Invasive Alien  Plant Species at Belvedere House, Gardens and Park 

This plan was prepared by Invas Biosecurity Ltd, who undertook detailed survey of the grounds at Belvedere and 

recorded the location and extent of Invasive Alien Plant Species present. Belvedere adjoins Lough Ennell (SAC, 

SPA) and the Plan was screened for Appropriate Assessment (AA). Phase 1 of the plan was implemented in the 

Autumn, this included spraying and stem injecting of Knotweed and management of Laurel. 

Wetland Survey 

Following on from the Desktop survey of Wetland sites undertaken in 2019, field survey of 12 Wetland sites of 

County Value in Westmeath was undertaken by Blackthorn Ecology. The survey was carried out under the West-

Plate 2 a meeting of the Multyfarnham group of the Westmeath Field Names Recording Project, January 2020 
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meath Heritage Plan 2018-2023; Action 2.1 ‘Address knowledge gap in existing survey of heritage by implement-

ing a programme of research and surveys…’ and the Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 Priority Ac-

tion 39: ‘Establish a site inventory of important geological and natural heritage sites outside of designated areas in 

Westmeath’. 

Pollinator infomercials on Midlands Radio 103 FM 

In collaboration with Laois and Offaly Heritage Offices a series of seasonally appropriate tips to assist pollinators, 

scripted by Ecologist Juanita Browne, aired as infomercials on Midlands Radio 103. 

Biodiversity Week 2020 

In line with Covid-19 restrictions, no physical events were scheduled for Biodiversity Week 18
th
 – 22

nd
 May 2020. 

It was marked by a series of interviews on biodiversity topics on Midlands 103 and Athlone Community Radio. 

Copies of ‘Gardening for Biodiversity’ a booklet written by Ecologist Juanita Browne, and produced by the Local 

Authority Heritage Officers Network, with support from NPWS and The Heritage Council, were dispatched from 

the Heritage Office. The booklet was made available to download from Westmeath County Council website:  

createahavenforwildlife.html 

 

Heritage Week 2020  

Heritage Week 15
th
 – 23

rd
 August, in line with covid-19 restrictions, featured projects and virtual events. There 

were 36 projects registered for Westmeath: https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/?q=&where%5B%

5D=westmeath#listings. Mount Temple Baylin Heritage Group won the County Award for their film ‘The Black-

smith of Moydrum’ https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/creating-the-voices-of-generations-gone-1 

 

Irish Walled Towns Network 

Funding was received from The Heritage Council via the Irish Walled Towns Network (IWTN) for conservation 

works to the lower battlements of Athlone Castle, and to one of the earlier surviving sections of the Town Wall at 

Court Devenish/Railway View.  The IWTN commissioned a video on the Conservation works to Athlone town Wall: 

https://bit.ly/3tH3V8a 

Plate  3 An image from the film; blacksmith Ernie Hatton working in the forge  
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Community Monuments Fund 

Funding under this new stream operated by the National Monuments Service, Department of Housing, Local Gov-
ernment and Heritage was awarded to: 

• Conservation works to Athlone Town Wall (Church St) included rebuilding a section of collapsed wall, stabi-
lising and repointing.  

• The preparation of a Conservation Plan for The Old Gaol in Fore, with input from a Conservation Engineer, 
Conservation Architect and Archaeologist. 

• LiDAR survey of Hill of Uisneach; a survey was flown over the Hill and the resulting data was analysed.  

Plate 4 Athlone Town Wall at Court Devenish/Railway View following conservation works funded by IWTN 

Plate 5 Conservation works, supported by Community Monuments Fund,  completed on a section of Ath-

lone Town Wall  at Church St/ St Mary’s 



Built Heritage Investment Scheme 

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage provided funding of €79,000 for the County in 2020, 

under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme. Westmeath County Council oversaw the administration of this funding 

for conservation works to seven Protected Structures in the County. The grants awarded ranged from €1,795 - 

€15,000 and funded thatching, roof repairs and window repairs to these structures. 

Historic Structures Fund  

The Council received a grant of €35,000 under the Historic Structures Fund, from the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage, to assist with conservation works to the Clock Tower of The Market House in Mullingar. 

The works included replacement of decayed timbers, replacement of lead and renovation of the clock.  

 

Creative Ireland 

Five Heritage projects and events  benefitted from funding from Creative Ireland; The Westmeath Field Names Re-

cording Project, Remembering the Industrial Heritage of Westmeath, (see above)  as well as a project to digitise 

material from the Tullynally Archives, a project on the Howard Bury Archive and a talk on the route of the Táin Bó 

Cúailgne in Westmeath. 

Material from the Tullynally Archives relating to Westmeath has been scanned and will be made available to re-

searchers through the Local Studies section of Westmeath Libraries. 

A Project Archivist was engaged to work on the Howard Bury Collection, held by Westmeath County Council, with a 

view to preparing film clips and an exhibition to celebrate the centenary of the 1921 Everest Expedition.  

Plate 6 The Clock tower, Market House, Mullingar following conservation works grant aided by 

the Historic Structures Fund, DHLGH  



 
In February Archaeologist Paul Gosling gave a  talk on ‘Ballymore and the Last Battle of Táin Bó Cúailgne’ in Bally-

more Community Hall. 

 

Decade of Centenaries 

The Decade of Centenaries Programme,  Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media funded 

a Historian in Residence position in Westmeath County Council for a period of 4 months. During his residency His-

torian Ian Kenneally prepared 26 blogs which are available on www.westmeathcoco.ie/decadeofcentenaries. He 

coordinated and contributed to a special Supplement published by The Westmeath independent to commemorate 

the centenary of the burning of Westmeath Independent and wider War of Independence in the area: https://

bit.ly/32KHjaN. Ian Kenneally also scripted and produced a timeline for 1920 in Westmeath, a series of short videos, 

infomercials and 5-minute features on people and events in local history recorded by Historian ran on Midlands Ra-

dio 103: https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/decadeofcentenariesblog/

aseriesofshortdocumentariesonwestmeathduring1920.html 

The Old Athlone Society also received funding for a website featuring publications related to the Decade of Cen-
tenaries: www.midlandshistory.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melanie McQuade, Heritage Officer February 2021 

For updates on heritage events and news follow Westmeath Heritage on facebook: Westmeath Heritage or Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/Wmeathheritge  or if you would like to join the mail list for regular emails about Heritage news 
and events please contact Heritage@westmeathcoco.ie 

Plate 7  Ian Kenneally Westmeath Histori-

an in Residence 2020 (above) 

 

Plate 8 ‘The War on the Press’ special sup-

plement produced to commemorate cen-

tenary of the burning of the Westmeath 

Independent (left) 
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